
Restaurateurs Antonio Giaccio and Ali Mardassi have only 
been around Kingston for a few months, but they’ve already 
endeared themselves to locals by lovingly reimagining Front 
Street Tavern, which they bought from the Guido family last 
October.

On Aug. 6, the partners are inviting Chamber members to see 
all the changes they’ve made as they host the Chamber’s Annual 
Summer Mixer at 63 North Front St. in Uptown Kingston from 
5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Berardi Realty is the Mixer Sponsor.

It took two years and a lot of miles before Giaccio 
and Mardassi found what they were looking for in a restaurant. 
The business partners had traveled to Rhinebeck, Poughkeepsie, 
Newburgh and other locations in the Hudson Valley before they 
finally settled on the restaurant known for its scenic rooftop bar 
in the historic Stockade District.

“We loved the building and the vibe,” said Giaccio. “It’s 
beautiful and historical, and the most important draw, of course, 
was the rooftop. It may be the only one in the area, so nobody 
else around here really has it.

“We also like Uptown Kingston. It’s a beautiful, walkable 
city, and the people here are amazing and friendly, so for us, it 
was both the space and the city. After our long search, we knew 
the building was the right fit for us.”

Since buying the business last fall, Giaccio and Mardassi 
have made some changes to the front dining room, adding new 
seating and custom-made booths. 

And while they’ve kept a lot of the same comfort foods on the 
menu, Chef Patrick Kirchner, who has worked at fine restaurants 
in France, Switzerland and Miami, has added subtle changes 
and introduced some new dishes such as Hudson Valley roasted 
duck and red wine-braised beef bourguignon.

The business partners have also introduced special themed 
events like “A Night in Southern Italy,” a five-course dinner and 
wine pairing in April, a gnocchi-cooking class in February and a 
ravioli-making class in January.

Perhaps the biggest change at Front Street is the upstairs deck, 
which has been rebranded as Strega Rooftop. Strega, which 

means “witch” in Italian also refers to Strega liqueur (a delicate 
amaro from Benevento, Italy), known for its bright yellow hue 
and botanical flavors such as mint, anise and saffron. 

A new cocktail list was designed specifically for the rooftop 
that will allow patrons to sample several drinks with Strega 
liqueur, which has been dubbed in Italy as “witches’ brew.” The 
owners also plan to introduce authentic, high-hydration Italian 
pizza (made with 80 percent water) for their rooftop patrons.

Aesthetically, the rooftop has been brightened up and new 
seating has been added. There’s even a disco ball in the center 
of the space, giving it a lounge feel.

In September, Giaccio and his team plan to renovate the 
large tavern dining room in the back of the restaurant, and in 
the coming months, they hope to introduce a weekly brunch. 
“We’ve already made a lot of changes, but we’re not done yet,” 
he said. “The best is yet to come.” 

Giaccio, who has operated restaurants in New York City 
and continues to run Levante, an award-winning pizzeria on 
Jackson Avenue, said he felt the urge to leave the city following 
the pandemic. Mardassi, a partner at Le Boudoir in Brooklyn 
and Giaccio’s friend, felt the same, so the pair headed upstate 
in search of a place with character that felt a bit like Brooklyn.

“For us, Kingston is like a small Brooklyn,” Giaccio said. 
“It’s almost like we’re still in Brooklyn, but now, we’re meeting 
new friends.”

As for the upcoming Mixer, he and his team plan to impress 
their fellow Chamber members at Front Street’s first ever 
networking event. Giaccio said he will lay out a generous spread 
of specialty cheeses and other Italian delicacies from his wife’s 
store on Arthur Avenue in the Bronx. Beyond that, expect good 
drinks, live music and warm hospitality, he said. 

The business partners said they’ve been warmly welcomed 
by the public and the Chamber and expect to have a lasting 
relationship with both.

“The Chamber is the best, and we will always be part of it,” 
Giaccio said. “Being part of the Chamber is being part of this 
community.”

For more information on Front Street Tavern, go 
to frontstreetkingston.com or call (845) 853-8500.

Chamber Mixers are a great way to network and promote 
your business. Be sure to bring plenty of business cards. 
This free networking event is open to Chamber members 
and prospective members. Reservations are a must and can 
be made by calling the Chamber at (845) 338-5100 or by 
registering online at www.ulsterchamber.org. 

New Graduate Korinna Ranyak gives the Leadership Ulster 
program an enthusiastic thumbs-up. She says it not only refined 
her business skill set but pushed her to think about what’s 
possible and how she can make a difference locally. 

“When I was young, I didn’t think I could make an impact, but 
Leadership Ulster has taught me that I can and how I can go 
about doing it,” said Ranyak, a financial service representative 
at the Bank of Greene County. “I think more than anything it 
helped with my confidence and knowing how to help business 
customers who come in with specific needs. Now, I know how 
to connect them to resources because I have a relationship with 
other leaders in the area.” 

Leadership Ulster is a nine-month program run by the 
Ulster Chamber Foundation that helps individuals from diverse 
backgrounds to maximize their impact in their careers and 
communities. M&T Bank has been the program’s longtime 
Presenting Sponsor, and Ulster Savings Bank has stepped in as 
an additional Presenting Sponsor for 2024.  

Close to 500 people have graduated from the program since its 
inception 31 years ago, and participants have served on boards 
and led in other meaningful ways, according to Ulster Chamber 
Foundation Executive Director Su Marcy, who oversees the 
program.

“The professionals coming through the program are at 
different levels in their careers, with some being selected by 
their supervisors as rising stars,” Marcy said. “The purpose of 
the program is to identify potential leaders, give them training, 
introduce them to other local experts to help grow their network 
and expose them to other sectors of the community that they 
might not be familiar with. It really gives them a well-rounded 
education.”

This year, 17 students graduated from Leadership Ulster on 
June 11 at Wiltwyck. The 2024 graduates included:
•	 Class President Korinna Ranyak—Bank of Greene 

County
•	 Class Vice President Christina Butta—Mid-Hudson 

Valley Federal Credit Union
•	 Eileen Barden—Ulster Savings Bank
•	 Claire Buglion—Howmet Aerospace
•	 Marla Gruner—SUNY Ulster
•	 Kayla Hayes—Hudson Valley Credit Union
•	 Ivan Hojsak—Central Hudson
•	 Christy Hauspurg—Ulster Savings Bank
•	 Adrianna Lawrence—Mid-Hudson Valley Federal 

Credit Union
•	 Ana Lopez-Brown—MVP Health Care
•	 Patti Marsh—Rondout Savings Bank
•	 Alana Mayhon—Adams Fairacre Farms

•	 Christa Perry—M&T Bank
•	 Cortney Peterson—Ulster County Government
•	 Stacey Ruby—Howmet Aerospace
•	 Eden Selle—Artisan Beauty Bar
•	 Amanda Sullivan—Ulster Savings Bank
After the Kickoff Retreat last September, participants 

attended 19 bi-weekly sessions, which helped them understand 
their strengths and weaknesses and develop team-building skills 
as well as their own leadership style. They also learned from 
others’ experiences, including leaders in local government, 
banking, education, health care, nonprofits and business. 

Some of the presenters this past year included Ulster 
County Executive Jen Metzger; Kingston Mayor Steve Noble; 
Rondout Savings Bank President Cheryl Bowers; SUNY New 
Paltz President Darrell Wheeler; Ellenville Regional Hospital 
President Steven Kelley, Ulster Chamber President Ward Todd; 
and Arc Mid-Hudson Executive Director John McHugh.

“The presenters are so candid and genuine, and they share 
really personal stories,” Marcy said. “You feel very honored 
and privileged that they trust you with that information. It really 
breaks it down that anyone can be a leader, but you have to work 
on it. It’s a very special program.”

Christina Butta, a support services specialist at Mid-Hudson 
Valley Federal Credit Union, said Leadership Ulster gave her 
a new perspective on board governance and sharpened her 
interpersonal and time-management skills. 

“The biggest surprise was realizing how much I could take 
on and how much I could multi-task or delegate and keep 

everything floating,” she said. “It taught me how to rearrange 
my bookbag and how to set priorities and ask for assistance 
when I have those heavier workloads. 

“It’s a great program to meet different people in the community-
-whether you’re meeting them in the classroom or meeting with 
the leaders in the county, so making those connections is a very 
nice thing,” Butta added. 

Marcy, a 2006 graduate and 2018 Hall of Fame inductee, 
succeeds Ingrid Kulick, the longtime and Founding Executive 
Director of the Ulster Chamber Foundation. 

“I took over in January and was blown away by this class’s 
competitiveness,” Marcy noted. “They raised $6,500 for the Len 
Cane Memorial Scholarship Fund, which helps folks attend the 
course for the nine months. They took part in the Chamber’s 
Leap of Kindness Day. They collected art supplies for the 
YWCA. They donated blood and they planned, coordinated 
and executed the annual Youth Leadership Summit. Folks really 
stepped up and pushed their own comfort zones. I’m incredibly 
proud and honored to have been part of their journey.”

Marcy strongly urges those considering the program to 
enroll by the Aug. 1 deadline. “It’s a great way to broaden your 
horizons and do a deep dive in self-reflection—all things that 
contribute to the amazing leaders we have in the community,” 
she said.

The next Leadership Ulster class begins with an overnight 
retreat at the Soyuzivka-Ukrainian Heritage Center, 216 
Foordmore Road in Kerhonkson, Sept. 8-9.  To learn more about 
the program or to enroll, go to ulsterchamberfoundation.org.

2024

17 Graduate from Leadership Ulster
Application Deadline for Next Class August 1

Up On The Roof
Front Street Tavern Hosts August Mixer

For information on 

Chamber Membership,
email Jess Davis at

Jess@UlsterChamber.org



Bob Siracusano has made 
quite the name for himself 
around these parts by driving 
a vintage Good Humor truck 
and handing out free ice 
cream at special events and 
fundraisers. It just so happens 
that his brother, Larry, also 
made a splash in the ice 
cream business at one time. 
As the former owner and 
operator of the iconic Jolly 
Cow at 1620 Ulster Ave. in 
Lake Katrine, he likewise 
specialized in spreading 
happiness locally.

Bob Siracusano, known 
primarily for his car 
dealership, Sawyer Motors, 
is now equally known for his 
latest co-venture, the Sawyer 
Ice Cream Co. at 190 Ulster 
Ave. in Saugerties, a drive-in 
that debuted on Halloween 
2022 at the site of their 
former Village Car Wash.

“My dad and Uncle Larry 
wanted to do something 
fun for the community,” 
said Macy Siracusano, who 
ran the ice cream operation 
until hiring Rich Reynolds as 
store manager. “Because of 
my Uncle Larry owning Jolly 
Cow in the past and my dad’s 
obsession with his Good 
Humor ice cream truck, they 
both knew how much fun the ice cream business was.

“We designed it to match our Sawyer Motors showroom. 
Anyone who has never been inside our showroom (at 166 Ulster 
Ave.) should stop by and take a walk back in time to see all 
the 1950s memorabilia. We are just getting started with adding 
memorabilia to the ice cream shop. My dad makes it his mission 
to travel the United States to memorabilia shows to find pieces 
that rewind time,” she said.

The building itself looks like it was designed as a set for the 

sitcom “Happy Days,” with mid-century flourishes of shiny 
stainless steel and black-and-white tiles, topped with a neon 
sign bearing the familiar Sawyer logo.

The shop features more than 30 hard ice cream flavors, 
handmade in small batches at a New Jersey creamery, while 
the soft-serve flavors are made in-house. The shop also serves 
vegan and non-dairy options and has added Dole Whip as well 
as oat milk-based soft serve and a sugar-free hard ice cream.  

Other choices include ice cream sandwiches, cakes, 
milkshakes, waffle nachos, hot dogs (to which you can add a 
sauce based on the Siracusano family’s secret family recipe), 
and the ever-popular “Pup-Cups,” free treats for the family dog.

So far, the biggest seller, according to Siracusano, is the frothy 
and flavorful root beer float. The family installed a custom root 
beer tap at the front window to make the popular beverage and 
uses Saranac’s world-famous hand-crafted root beer exclusively. 

Since opening the drive-in two years ago, the family has 
added outdoor seating and an awning that extends from the 
walk-up windows to the picnic tables.

The Sawyer Ice Cream Co. hosts frequent cruise nights 
throughout the summer, bringing out chromed-up classic cars 
and merry motorheads yearning for a throwback to simpler 
times. 

The business has also hosted fundraisers since opening, 
including one called “Joseph’s Jubilee Sundae,” with 100 
percent of the proceeds going to the Joseph Petramale Memorial 
Fund to benefit local children’s charities.

On top of that, the shop has hosted Halloween costume 
contests, raffles and handed 
out free ice cream to Saugerties 
High School promgoers as 
well as free chocolate shakes 
on “Sasso Saturday,” March 
4, to honor the memory of 

Jason Sasso, a beloved Sawyer Motors employee, who died in a 
snowmobile accident in 2021.

Siracusano said the Sawyer Ice Cream Co., open spring 
through fall, has become a destination for students, families, 
local workers, weekenders, tourists, sports teams and even 
newlyweds.

“With a wedding venue across the street, Sawyer Ice Cream 
has become the go-to place for the bride and groom. Last year, 
the newlyweds paraded their entire wedding over to us for ice 
cream,” she said.

The Sawyer Ice Cream Co. is at 190 Ulster Ave. in Saugerties. 
For more information, call (845) 246-2000.

100 Miles North
Advanced Disaster Recovery, Inc.
American Solutions for Business
Amodio Real Estate and Properties LLC
Apple Greens Golf Course
Arnoff Moving & Storage
Ashokan Equestrian Center for Children 
   with Autism, Inc.
A-Team Comfort Systems
AutoCamp Catskills
Berardi Realty
BEST WESTERN PLUS Kingston Hotel
Blue Dot Restoration
Bottini Fuel
Boulevard Wine and Spirits
CDPHP
Center for Creative Education
Center for Spectrum Services
Chronogram Media
Community Hub
Donna Moss Greeting Cards
Downtown Cafe
Early Terrible
Fortune Valley Manor LLC
Glasco Abstract, Inc.
Graff Law, LLC
Halwick Law, LLC
Holiday Inn Express & Suites - Saugerties
Irish Cultural Center Hudson Valley
Johnny-on-the-Spot Disposal Service, Inc.
Junior League of Kingston, NY Inc.
KDD Marketing
Kingston Land Trust
Kingston Rotary Club
Lighthouse Environmental Consultants LLC
MyKingstonKids, Inc.
N & S Supply, LLC
Ole Savannah Southern Table & Bar
Partner Rentals
Perry’s Service Station
River Radiology, PLLC
Romeo Chevrolet-Buick-GMC
Schneider’s Jewelers, Inc.
Shadowland Stages
Sheeley Roofing

Spark + Sterling
Tasca Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge, Ram, Fiat of 
   Kingston
Terra-Gen
The Mud Club, Inc.
Ulster Literacy Association, Inc.
Vineyard Commons
Wild Earth Wilderness School
Wiltwyck Cemetery, Mausoleum and 
   Crematory
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Ribbon CuttingsFrozen In Time
Sawyer Ice Cream Co. A Delicious 1950s Throwback

55 Years
BEST WESTERN PLUS Kingston Hotel

25 Years
River Radiology, PLLC

20 Years
Chronogram Media

Tasca Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge, Ram, Fiat of 
Kingston

10 Years
Arnoff Moving & Storage

LaBella Associates
Shadowland Stages

5 Years
Ashokan Equestrian Center for Children with 

Autism, Inc.
Holiday Inn Express & Suites – Saugerties

Hudson Valley Wine & Food Festival / Grape 
Event Partners, LLC
Vineyard Commons

1 Year
100 Miles North

Blue Dot Restoration
Fortune Valley Manor LLC

Sawyer Ice Cream Co.
Sheeley Roofing

Terra-Gen

Anniversaries:

~ These Members Have Renewed ~
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Ribbon Cuttings
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38 Old Sawkill Road, Kingston NY
bussanimobility.com

BUSSANI MOBILITY

16 Lucas Avenue, Suite 105, Kingston NY
teamkdd.com

KDD MARKETING

867 Flatbush Road, Kingston NY
amerprint.com

AMERICAN PRINTING & OFFICE SUPPLIES

267 Wall Street, Kingston NY
www.rondoutbank.com

RONDOUT SAVINGS BANK
UPTOWN BRANCH

62 Ricks Road, Woodstock NY
www.woodstockspa.com

WOODSTOCK SPA

404 Steward Lane, Kingston NY
wiltwyck.org

THE TABLE AT WILTWYCK PATIO

6055 Main Street, Tannersville NY
www.easyridersebikerental.com

EASY RIDERS EBIKE RENTAL COMPANY

31 Mill Hill Road, Woodstock, NY
www.fourseasonssir.com

FOUR SEASONS SOTHEBY’S
INTERNATIONAL REALTY

523 Delaware Avenue, Kingston NY

SORRY CHARLIE

240 Foxhall Avenue, Kingston NY
www.lonewolfkingston.com

LONE WOLF
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While the socks and towels tumble in the dryer at the low-cost 
laundromat at 718 Broadway, patrons can go next door to the 
850-square-foot space to take a free class in English or Zumba, 
learn a new cooking skill or use the free computer lab to look for 
a job. Families can also take advantage of the backyard known 
as Ganna’s Way, a fenced-in green space for kids to play.

“This is a busy, happening place,” said Jillian Pacheco, the 
community programming lead at the combined Broadway 
Bubble and Community Hub, which opened two years ago as 
the reimagined laundromat and multi-space neighborhood spot. 
“We always say we’re bubbling here, and that’s because it’s 
designed and shaped by our residents, so there’s always a good 
vibe.”

Broadway Bubble and Community Hub is operated by 
Kingston Midtown Rising, a community-based nonprofit. In 
2021, the NoVo Foundation, a philanthropic organization, 
bought the building that housed the former Big Bubble 
laundromat and Radio Kingston. Since then, renovations have 
transformed the studio and offices into a multipurpose classroom 
space. Additionally, a new parking lot has been installed.

Improvements are also underway at the laundromat with 
50 washing machines and 60 heavy-duty dryers that operate 
at reduced fees.  On Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 
Broadway Bubble offers free dryer use, and free soap is always 
available. On any day of the week, if patrons can’t pay, they’re 
allowed to use the facilities at no charge, according to Enma 
Villacis, the manager. “Everybody’s welcome in this place,” she 
said. “We never turn anyone away.” 

Pacheco added that both facilities exist to cultivate a sense of 
belonging and provide opportunities for growth. She estimates 
that most people spend about two hours at the laundromat, so in 
between the washing and drying cycles, they could participate 
in a variety of programs meant to enrich their lives. “Everybody 
needs to do their laundry, so why not get involved in a program 
or learn a new skill while you’re waiting,” she said.

Kingston Midtown Rising has partnered with the Ulster 
County Literacy Association to offer regular English and 
Spanish classes and works 
with Independent Living to 
host a recovery support group 
on Wednesdays from 1 to 2 
p.m. Beginning on July 10, a 
children’s program will kick off, 
featuring crafts and activities 
at The Hub. A free breakfast 
and lunch will be served, 
compliments of the Everette 
Hodge Community Center. 

Another perk is the weekly 
produce giveaway, co-sponsored 
by Kingston Midtown Rising and 
the Farm Hub, which delivers 
freshly picked green beans, 
cucumbers, corn, potatoes and 
other vegetables to the community 
each Wednesday at 1 p.m.

In addition, The Hub has 
organized social events such as 
an Easter egg hunt, pizza parties, 
a Mother’s Day tea, Father’s 
Day cookout, neighborhood 
graduations and marked important 
days like the recent Juneteenth 
commemoration.

This summer, it is partnering 
with the Ulster County Cornell 
Cooperative Extension to offer 

a cooking and 
nutrition series that 
kicks off July 15 
and runs through 
Aug. 12, and just 
before the start of 
the school year, 
The Hub plans to 
give away new 
socks, underwear 
and T-shirts to 
area children. Also 
on tap for the fall 
is a new Coffee 
and Crosswords 
program for 
seniors, which will 
start in September.

On the business 
side of things, The 
Bubble offers a 
laundry drop-off 
service at the reduced 
price of $1.25 per 
pound and will soon introduce a pickup service. Future projects 
include replacing the 20-year-old washing machines and dryers 
and installing a solar rooftop to lower the ongoing operating 
costs of the facility and reduce its carbon footprint.

Pacheco called The Bubble and Hub special places, where 
friendships form and the community grows together. “We 
opened on May 16, 2022, and have seen a lot of good things 
happen here. We’re very hands-on with the community because 
we care, and that’s a beautiful thing,” she said.

Broadway Bubble, located at 718 Broadway in 
Midtown Kingston, can be reached at (845) 750-1668 or 
thebroadwaybubble.com.

‘Loads’ Of Opportunity
Broadway Bubble More Than Affordable Laundromat

June 5, 2024
Rondout Savings Bank
267 Wal l  Street
Kingston, NY

SPONSOR:SPONSOR: Our Mixer Host and Sponsor Rondout Savings Bank President and CEO Cheryl 
Bowers (c) with Board of Trustees members Bill Stote, Frank Ostrander, Dennis 
Larios (Chair), Richard Croce, Ian Horowitz, Brad Jordan and Heidi Kirschner. 

Paul Beichert (Timely Signs), with Cheryl 
Bowers (Rondout Savings Bank President/
CEO), Frank Flynn (Francis P. Flynn, CPA), 
Joe Beichert (Timely Signs), and Christopher 
Bowers.

Andi Fliakos (Chronogram Media), Maria 
Georgopoulos (Roula’s Kids: A Space for 
Grieving Families), Clarissa Timbrouck (Rondout 
Savings Bank), and Athena Fliakos (YWCA Ulster 
County).

Winston Queen (MyKingstonKids), Heidi 
Kirschner (YMCA of Kingston and Ulster County), 
with Kim Mapes (Ulster County Government), 
and Frank Waters (MyKingstonKids).

Ulster Chamber Board Chair Dr. Alan Roberts (Stone House Tavern), with 
Rachana Tyagi, MD (WMCHealth | HealthAlliance Hospital), Scott Davis 
(Peak Engineering), and Theresa Mulkins (United Way of Ulster County).

Jessica Decker (World Insurance), Jennifer Bogart (Benny’s Pizzeria), 
Robin Craig (Kingston Audiology Center/Revolution Hearing), and Joan 
Quigley (Cruise Planners).

Jillian Pacheco and Enma Vallacis


